BOWNESS ON SOLWAY PARISH COUNCIL
Peter Streatfeild - Clerk
Email clerk.bowness@outlook.com

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Bowness on Solway Parish Council held on Wednesday 15" May 2024
in The Lindow Hall, Bowness on Solway, at 7.00 pm followed by the Ordinary Meeting.

Present

Chair Pauline Hinks
Councillors John Harrington, lan Hutchinson and John Wills
Clerk Peter Streatfeild

Cumberland Councillor Markley and two members of the public were present.
Annual Meeting

11 To elect the Chair, who will sign the form of acceptance of office
Councillor Hinks, being the only person proposed by Councillor Wills and seconded by Councillor
Harrington, was duly elected as Chair. She signed the form of acceptance of office.

1.2 Apologies for absence and declarations of interest
There were apologies for absence from Councillor Carruthers and Councillor Graham which were
accepted and duly noted. There were no declarations of interest.

1.3 To elect a Vice-Chair
Councillor Graham, being the only person proposed by Councillor Harrington and seconded by
Councillor Wills, was duly elected as Vice-Chair.

1.4 To consider the re-adoption or amendment of the standing orders
The Standing Orders as amended at the last annual meeting held on 10" May 2023 were readopted
without further amendments.

Ordinary Meeting
2 Minutes

2.1.1 The minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 13" March 2024 were accepted,
approved and signed by the Chair.
The Minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 2" April 2024 were
accepted, approved and signed by the Chair.

3. Report on action taken

3.1 Report from members of the Council.
There were no reports.

3.2 Report from the Clerk.
There was no report.

3.3 Public participation (at the Chairman’s discretion).
As Mr lan Hunter was present it was unanimously agreed to discuss his application as noted below:

8.3.1 FUL/2024/0042 - Applicant: lan Hunter. Proposal: Demolition of redundant bus depot and
erection of 2 nos. semi-detached dwellings with associated external works. Location: The Old Bus
Garage, Bowness on Solway, Wigton CA7 5AF.
On being asked who would benefit from the construction of the two dwellings the applicant explained he
wished to provide affordable accommodation for local families. On a query about the proposed height and
lagging he explained it was in keeping with some other buildings in the village. After a short discussion it
was agreed the Parish Council had No Objections to converting the old bus depot into two dwellings.
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3.4 Report from Cumberland Councillor Markley.

Councillor Markley reported that most Cumberland Council committees were now being chaired by
Labour candidates and he is no longer chair of any committees except the Fells and Solway Community
Panel but he would continue to work for the community at large. The Panel had invested £10,000 towards a
£40,000 project to supply new play equipment being installed at Eden Street play area in Silloth. Other
parish councils and community organisations can also approach the Panel for some funding before 14"
August 2024. The Cumberland Council Health Committee’s report made for depressing reading with many
reports of increasing depression and anxiety amongst the population. He reported that the Council was £41
million over budget last year and this year, 2024-2025, it is £12 million over budget. He further noted that
the Labour Council had put forward a motion that the Cumberland administration must back farming. In
conclusion Councillor Markley reported that Andrew Semple had been elected as Chair of Cumberland
Council with Linda Jones-Bulman as Vice Chair.

4. To review correspondence received and take any appropriate action

4.1 The Clerk read the letter received from a resident regarding the purchase of a sapling from the
Sycamore Gap tree to be planted at the beginning/end of Hadrian’s Wall.
The Clerk was requested to make further enquiries.

4.2 Regarding the letter received from a resident about the flooding at Easton Bridge Councillor Markley

reported that we had to ascertain whether it was the responsibility of the Highways Department or
the Environment Agency and to inform the relevant authority to repair/maintain the flood gate in question.
The Clerk was requested to contact the resident involved to obtain the name and contact details of the
person(s) they have been dealing with in the Environment Agency

5. New business/Follow-on business

5.1 To receive community reports.
There were no reports.

54 Update on parking ‘obstructions’ in Drumburgh at T-Junction to/from Drumburgh Moss.

Councillor Hinks reported she had received an email from Ms Amber Sykes, Highways Network
Manager, saying she had instructed their Engineer to write to the owners of The Old Post Office regarding
the post and rope fence with a view to anything in the verge hindering visibility being removed.

5.2 Update on Pandora Technologies Ltd Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) installation.
Information regarding the erection of two posts for the SIDs by the Highways Department was still
awaited. Councillor Markley suggested Ms Amber Sykes should be contacted once again.

Councillor Markley left at this point.

5.3 Glasson Park/Play Area.

The Clerk reported that Councillor Carruthers had said M/s Dean Little would be carrying out the
relevant tree work in the Park after the Bank Holiday weekend. The Clerk was requested to pursue the
matter.

5.5 To Note the Activities and Minutes of the Fells and Solway Community Panel can be accessed on
the internet. The next deadline for funding applications from the Panel is 14" August 2024. Noted.

5.6 Update on participation in D-Day 80 Celebrations on 6™ June 2024.
The Clerk reported that he had only heard from St Michael’s Church which was organising bell
ringing at 6.30pm on Thursday 6" June 2024.

5.7 Maintenance of Notice Boards.
Councillor Hinks reported that she had approached Mr Chris Turner about repairing the Fingland
notice board post.

5.8 To Note rural payment submission by H & H on behalf of the Council for 2024/25. Noted.



59 To consider a grant request from Bowness-on-Solway Church towards grass cutting (£1,225.00).
Councillor Wills proposed that a grant of £1,225.00 be given to St Michael's Church and Councillor
Hutchinson seconded it. Approved unanimously.

5.10 To re-appoint M/s PL Gauntlett Accounts Ltd as internal auditor for 2024/25.
Councillor Hutchinson proposed M/s PL Gauntlett Accounts Ltd be re-appointed as the Parish
Council’s internal auditor for 2024-2025 which Councillor Wills seconded. Approved unanimously.

5.11 Strimming of Parish seats.

The Chair reported that no one had been appointed to strim around the parish bench seats which
had been done by volunteers in the past and the grass cutter during last year. After some discussion it was
agreed further information and costings would be obtained and reported back at the next meeting.

6. Finance
6.1 Information

6.1.1 To Accept the Report of the Internal Auditor for the 2023-2024 Accounts and Approve the annual

return, governance statement and accounting statement for the year ending 31 March 2024.

The Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) presented the internal auditor’s report along with the
relevant statements whilst explaining that the external auditor, M/s Moore, had insisted that the Councils’
assets no longer be recorded at a nominal value of £1.00, even though they could not be sold, but at cost
price backdated to and updated with values for 2022- 2023 hence the new values on the Assets List as
presented. This meant there was also a corresponding increase in the assets value for the previous year
ending 31" March 2023 on the Section - Accounting Statements 2023/24 of the AGAR 2023/24 Form 3.
This was Noted and Approved Unanimously.

The RFO presented the Internal Auditor's Report of Ms PL Gauntlett and pointed out her
observation that the cash balance on 315t March 2024 of £57,900 exceeded the recommended amount of
£37,500.00. This was Noted and it was Resolved to try to reduce the balance by 31 March 2025.

The suggestion that the Parish Council should consider changing their bank was Noted but deemed
virtually impossible as Banks were not accepting hew accounts from organisations such as parish councils.

The RFO then presented the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2023/24 Form
3 for approval page by page noting that page 3 of 6, the Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24, had been
signed by Ms PL Gauntlett on 29" April 2024 which was Noted.

The Section 1 — Annual governance Statement 2023/24, page 4 of 6, was presented and, being
Approved Unanimously, was duly signed by the Chair, Councillor P Hinks, and the RFO, PMF Streatfeild.

The Section 2 — Accounting Statement 2023/24, page 5 of 6, was presented with the reminder that
the increase in the total fixed assets in box 9 for the previous year had been increased at the suggestion of
M/s Moore, the external auditor, which was duly Noted and, having been Approved Unanimously, was
signed by the RFO, PMF Streatfeild, and the Chair, Councillor P Hinks.

The RFO also presented the blank Section 3 — External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2023/24,
page 6 of 6, with the explanation it had to be forwarded to the external auditor, M/s Moore. This was Noted.

6.1.2 To Approve the accounts and bank statements 315 March 2024.
The RFO tabled the audited statement of accounts along with the original HSBC Bank statements
for the year ending 31 March 2024. The statement of accounts was Approved and signed by the Chair.

6.1.3 (Original agenda item “To Accept the Report of the Internal Auditor for the 2023-2024 Accounts
amalgamated with 6.1.1.)

6.1.4 To Approve the AGAR report for the 2023-2024 Accounts to be submitted to the External Auditor.

The AGAR report and the accompanying documents and explanations for 2023-2024 as presented
by the RFO and as needed by the external auditor, M/s Moore, having been checked and signed off by the
internal auditor, Ms PL Gauntlett were Approved for submission to the external auditor.

6.1.5 To Approve the accounts and bank statements for the month ending 30" April 2024.
The RFO presented the statement of accounts for the period 15t April to 30" April 2024 along with
the bank statements ending 30" April 2024 which were Approved. The accounts were signed by the Chair.

6.1.6 To Note the payment of £834.00 to M/s Thorpe Trees towards the final supply of tree guards and
supports.



This was Noted.

6.1.7 To Note the Clerk’s monthly salary of £430.40 paid for March 2024 and £215.35 for April 2024.
These were Noted.

6.1.8 To Note the HMRC monthly PAYE payments of £107.80 for March 2024 and £53.80 for April 2024.
These were Noted.

6.1.9 To Note the S137 allowance for 2024-2025 is £10.81pp.
This was duly Noted.

6.1.10 To Note the payment of the annual renewal fee of £35.00 to the Information Commission Office.
This was Noted.

6.2 Payment authorisations

6.2.1 To Authorise the reimbursement of the Clerk’s expenses.
The Clerk did not present any reimbursement requests. Noted.

6.2.2 To Authorise the payment of £75.00 to M/s PL Gauntlett Accounts Ltd towards the internal audit for
2023-2024.
This was Authorised.

6.2.3 To Authorise payment of £3,504.00 to Pandora Signs for one Speed Indicator Device.
The Clerk reported that the SID had been delivered to Councillor Carruthers. This was Noted and
the outstanding payment was duly Authorised.

6.2.4 To Note the renewal of the CLEAR Councils (previously BHIB) insurance policy for 2024-2025 from
1%t June 2024 and Authorise the payment of the premium of £420.27.
This was Authorised.

7. Highways

7.1 To Note that no further information has been received from the Highways Department regarding the
renovation of the Finger Posts. Noted.

The Chair reported that she had received an email from Ms Amber Sykes, Highways Network
Manager, regarding the road subsidence at the Easton T-Junction on road C2042 wherein it is stated that
some remedial works such as barriers or posts are installed at the edge as a short term interim measure
until the permanent repairs are done.

8. Planning
8.1 Applications outstanding with Cumberland Council

8.1.1 FUL/2024/0020 — Proposal for the Restoration and habitat creation works to restore the raised bog

ecosystem. Creation of a network of cell bunding to retain water and re-wet the surface, blocking
drainage ditches and clearing scrub that dries the peat on Land at Solway and Duddon Mosses, Anthorn to
Whitrigg, Kirkbride, CA7 5BB by Cumbria Wildlife Trust. Noted.

8.2 Applications decided by Cumberland Council (To Note)

8.2.1 HOU/2024/0022 — The Re-submission of application HOU/2020/0050 for alterations to include new
porch, garage and sewage treatment plant at Railway Cottage, Drumburgh, Wigton CA7 5DW.
Planning permission was granted with conditions on 5" April 2024. This was Noted.

8.2.2 FUL/2024/0019 - Proposal: Part change of use from agriculture to community area and erection of
building at The Grange and Attached Outbuildings, Drumburgh, Wigton CA7 5DW. There were no
objections from the Councillors. Planning permission was granted with conditions on 24™ April 2024. Noted.



8.3 Applications for discussion at this meeting

8.3.1 (See above under 3.3)

8.3.2 LBC/2024/0010 - Applicant: John Wigham. Proposal: Listed Building consent to replace existing
cast iron gutter and downspout across the front elevation using extruded aluminium. Location: High

House, Fingland Village, Fingland, Kirkbride, CA7 5EN. There were No Objections.

8.4 Applications discussed under standing orders

8.4.1 There were no applications discussed under standing orders.

9. Documents received for comment

10. Any items of information

10.1 Brought by members.
There were no matters brought by the Councillors.

10.2 Brought by the clerk.

The Clerk reported that he had received communications on behalf of the Government with an offer
of a free Portrait of HM King Charles IIl which, as he had no time to consult the councillors due to a
deadline he accepted on behalf of the Parish Council. The Portrait was duly Received by the Councillors. It
was Resolved to present it to the Lindow Hall for display as it was within the Parish of Bowness on Solway.

The Clerk also reported that he had received an invoice of £198.00 from Community Heartbeat
Trust being the annual maintenance charge for a defibrillator. The payment was Authorised.

11. Date of next meeting — 10" July 2024.

Meeting closed at 9.15pm



