
 

 

BOWNESS ON SOLWAY PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 15th May 2024  
at 6.45pm in the Lindow Hall, Bowness on Solway 

 

Present: Chair Pauline Hinks 

Councillors: John Harrington, Ian Hutchinson and John Wills 

Clerk: Peter Streatfeild 

Two members of the public 

1. Apologies were received from Councillor Carruthers and Councillor Graham. 

 

2. The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 10th May 2023 were approved as 

a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

 

3. Chair’s Report.  

Councillor Hinks reported that the Parish Councillors, who are all volunteers, met 

several times for the interest of the community. She noted the council is short in 

numbers, having only six councillors instead of 11. During the year there had been one 

resignation and one co-option. The precept has been maintained at the same level as 

last year. We are awaiting Cumberland Council approval of installation sites for two 

Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) in Anthorn. Unfortunately, the Parish Council has been 

informed no further SIDs will be granted in future. At the request of Glasson Community 

Association, the Council took back the land leased to them. (Report attached to original 

minutes).  

 

The report was accepted with appreciation.  

 

4. Finance Report. 

Whilst presenting the annual financial statement the Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer 

(RFO) distributed a three-year summary of the accounts and reported that the Parish 

was in a healthy financial position despite the steady reduction in the annual income 

from the Rural Payments Agency (RPA). He stated that the Parish had a closing 

balance of £57,800 which was partly due to the £8,800, allocated for grants, and the 

£4,900, allocated for an election, were not utilised. 

 

He further reported that the accounts had been audited by the internal auditor and the  

financial controls were in place. On approval of the Parish Council the accounts and 

AGAR reports were ready for submission to the external auditor as required by law. 

During the year the relevant reports were posted on the Parish website and notice 

boards.  

 

The Clerk/RFO thanked the Chair and councillors for their support during the past year. 

(Report attached to original minutes). 

 

The report was accepted with appreciation. 

As there was no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 6.50pm. 


