
BOWNESS ON SOLWAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Clerk: Peter Streatfeild 
Email clerk.bowness@outlook.com 

 
DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting of Bowness on Solway Parish Council held on Wednesday 10TH July 2024 in The 

Lindow Hall, Bowness on Solway, at 7.00 pm. 
 
Present 
 
Chair Councillor Pauline Hinks 
Councillors James Graham (Vice Chair), Marian Carruthers, John Harrington, Ian Hutchinson and John Wills 
Clerk Peter Streatfeild 
 
Cumberland Councillor Tony Markley and 11 members of the public were present. 
  
1.  Apologies for absence and declarations of interest 
 
 There were no apologies and no declarations of interest. 
 
2.  Minutes 

 
2.1 The minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th May 2024 were accepted, approved 

and signed by the Chair. 
 
2.2 The minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th June 2024 were not accepted 

unanimously. Councillor Carruthers stated she did not accept these stating she had sent an e-mail that 
afternoon. The e-mail had not been received prior to the agenda going out and Councillors had not had time to read it. 

It will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. It was pointed out that to move forward with the agenda 
the minutes as posted were either to be accepted or not so the Chair put the matter to a vote. The minutes were 
accepted as a true record by four of the six Councillors and were thus approved and signed by the Chair. The 
objections of Councillors Carruthers and Harrington were noted.  

 
3.   Report on action taken 
 
3.1 Report on action by members of the Council. 
 There were no reports. 
 
3.2 Report from the clerk. 
 There was no report. 
 
3.3 Public participation (at the Chair’s discretion).  
 The Chair declared the meeting open for public participation stating it would be limited to a discussion only. 
The issue of grass cutting at Anthorn was raised and the question asked why the grass cutter had stopped mid-way in 
the season. The Chair stated the reasons given by the grass cutter and could say no more as he was not present. The 
discussion became a little heated, insinuations being made that the council were not spending money judiciously. 
Councillor Markley pointed out that the chair had been very generous in allocating so much time to public participation. 
At this point the public participation was ended.     
 
3.4 Report from Cumberland Councillor Markley. 
 Councillor Markley reported that there had been a full Cumberland Council meeting the day before where 
several matters were discussed and noted, namely that the airport is to be taken over by the A W Jenkinson Group. 
He also stated that Fells and Solway Community Panel had successfully disbursed all its allocated funds to various 
projects and new grants will be available after September’s meeting. He was keeping an eye on the rural bus services 
to Bowness on Solway Parish and to Silloth as there were grants available for rural buses, however he stated there 
were not enough tenders submitted. Some funds will be available for the Highways Department after a part of the HS2 
project had been scrapped so new staff are to be appointed to deal with it.  

When Councillor Markley was told the paths and verges were not being maintained and the road sweepers 
come round very periodically, he promised to raise the issues with the Highways Department  

 
4. To review correspondence received and take any appropriate action 
 
4.1 Correspondence from Anthorn Community Association. 
 The clerk was requested to contact Ms Angela Crozier, Secretary of the Association, and arrange a meeting 
to discuss the contents of her letter. 
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4.2 Request for a contribution towards funds from Anthorn Sports Club (£1,037.00). 
 Councillor Wills declared an interest as his daughter is a member of the Club. 

The request from Anthorn Sports Club was discussed and it was noted that 23 children come regularly for 
tennis coaching. Councillor Hinks proposed a grant of £1,000.00 which was seconded by Councillor Hutchinson and 
approved unanimously. 
 
4.3 E-mail from Ian Ferguson, Glasson, requesting invitation to tender for grass cutting. 
 Mr Ferguson is to be informed that he can put in a tender to cut the grass for the next season. 
 
4.4 Solway Mosses & Marshes Recovery Project (Interest needs to be registered).  
 Councillor Carruthers reported that the Council should register an interest in the Recovery Project which was 
unanimously agreed. The Clerk was requested to contact the group accordingly. 
 
4.5  Request from Bowness Residents to install a Speed Indicator Device (SID) in Bowness. 
 The Clerk reported that the request for a SID in Bowness on Solway was not from the Community Group but 
from some concerned residents. He further reported that the residents had requested the matter be discussed at the 
next meeting in September 2024. Councillor Markley stated that the application for a SID must be made through the 
Highways Department as there is no speed limit in the village.    
 
5.  Follow-on business/ New business 
 
5.1 To receive community reports. 
 There were no reports. 
 
5.2 Update on Pandora Technologies Ltd Speed Indicator Devices (SID) installation. 
 The Clerk reported that Ms Amber Sykes, Highways Network Manager, dealing with the installation of the 
SIDs in Anthorn, had been on holiday until recently so matters were delayed. The Clerk was requested to pursue the 
matter. 
 
5.3 Update on maintenance of metal fingerposts in the Parish. 
 The Clerk reported that the maintenance of the metal fingerposts was an ongoing three-year project all over 
the county. Councillor Carruthers stated that the Parish Council should have taken on the project itself to which 
Councillor Markley replied that it was only the Highways Department which can carry out work on and related to the 
highways. The Clerk was requested to pursue the matter. 
 
5.4.1 Update on Glasson Park/Play Area. 
 Councillor Hinks reported that the grass in Glasson Park had been cut by M/s Green Team Gardening 
Services and suggested that it continue doing so. This was agreed unanimously. 
 Councillor Carruthers reported that she had sprayed weedkiller on the Park footpath which was noted. She 
further stated that, as the Park needs to be inspected on a weekly basis, she is willing to do it. This was approved 
with the note that the Clerk be informed every week. 
 Councillor Carruthers reported that the door on the defibrillator ‘phone’ box under the care of the Bowness 
Community Group First Responders was off and lying against the Park hedge. This was noted.   
 The Clerk reported that the RoSPA inspection could include an initial check list at an additional cost of £40.00 
if required. Councillor Carruthers proposed the check list be included which was seconded by Councillor Hinks and 
approved unanimously.  
  
5.4.2 Update on Community Payback team (works on Glasson Park/Play area). 
 Councillor Carruthers reported that the Payback Team were awaiting action by the Clerk who explained that 
he was awaiting a response from the manager of the Payback Team regarding their enquiries about insurance cover 
by the Council’s insurers. 
 
5.5 Update on parking ‘obstructions’ in Drumburgh at T-Junction to/from Drumburgh Moss. 
 Councillor Hinks reported that it was ongoing, but the Community Police Officer was now involved and that the 
Highways department were going to approach the residents in question. 
 
5.6 Update on Fells and Solway Community Panel 

It was noted that the next meetings of the Panel are on 23rd September & 9th December 2024 and the date for 
receipt of funding applications is 14th August 2024. 

 
5.7  Update on participation in D-Day 80 celebrations 6th June 2024. 
 The Clerk reported that he had only heard back from the office bearers of St Michael’s Church who had 
organised bell ringing at 6.30pm on the evening of D-Day80, 6th June 2024. This was noted. 
   
5.8 Maintenance of Notice Boards. 
 The Clerk presented an estimate from M/s Chris Turner to repair/replace the degraded legs of the notice 



boards in Fingland and Glasson at a total cost of £300.00. This was approved unanimously. 
 
5.9 Appointment of M/s PL Gauntlett as internal auditor for 2024/25. 
 This was approved unanimously. 
 
5.10 Strimming of Parish Seats. 
 Councillor Hinks reported that M/s Green Team Gardening Services had submitted a tender to strim all 14 
council seats within the Parish at £75.00 per time. This was approved unanimously.   
 
5.11 To Note the receipt of an Official Portrait of HM Charles III. 
 Mrs P Hinks accepted the official portrait of HM Charles III on behalf of the Lindow Hall which would be 
displayed in due course. This was noted. 
 
5.12 Replacement posts required on Glasson Green. 
 Councillor Carruthers reported that some posts around Glasson Green, owned by the Parish Council needed 
replacing. She was requested to ascertain how many were needed and the costs to replace them. 
  
5.13 Update regarding flooding near Easton Bridge from the Environment Agency. 
 Councillor Hinks reported that the housing and the flood gate were to be inspected and, if not immediately 
repairable, a temporary replacement would be installed by October 2024. The Clerk reported the inspection is to be 
made by Jack McCarthy, Asset Performance Officer, Environment Agency, on Friday, 12th July 2024. 
 
6. Finance 
Information 
 
6.1.1 To Approve the monthly accounts & bank statements ending 31st May & 30th June 2024.  
 The RFO presented the monthly accounts and bank statements ending 31st May & 30th June 2024 which were 
unanimously approved and signed by the Chair. 
 
6.1.2 To Note the payment of £75.00 to M/s PL Gauntlett Accounts Ltd towards the internal audit for 2023-2024. 

Noted. 
 
6.1.3 To Note the payment of £3,504.00 to Pandora Signs for one new Speed Indicator Device. Noted. 
 
6.1.4 To Note the payment of £420.27 to CLEAR (previously BHIB) Insurance being the premium for the 2024-2025 

insurance cover. Noted. 
 
6.1.5 To Note the payment of £198.00 to Community Heartbeat Trust for maintenance of a defibrillator. Noted. 
 
6.1.6 To Note the Clerk’s monthly salary of £430.60pm paid for May and £430.60 for June 2024. Noted. 
 
6.1.7 To Note the HMRC monthly PAYE payments of £107.60pm for May and £107.60 for June 2024. Noted. 

Councillor Carruthers raised the issue of the Clerk paying tax. She was informed that this was a personal 
matter for the Clerk and nothing to do with the Council which only deals with the tax code given it.   
 
6.1.8 To Note & Approve the payment of £66.00 paid to Councillor Carruthers towards the cost of Gallop Weed 

killer. This was Noted & Approved. 
 
6.1.9 To Note the receipt of £40.89 being the Wayleave from Electricity Northwest for 2023-24 towards asset 

locations: 53888/0 – Opp Solway House, Cardurnock; 5.849/0 – Opp Telephone Call Box, Glasson; 50851/0 – 
Nr Fingland FM Cottage, Fingland. Noted. 
 
6.1.10 To Note the payment of £300.00 to M/s Green Team Garden Services towards grass cutting in Glasson 

Park/Play Area. Noted. 
 
6.1.11 To Note the grant of £1,225.00 paid to St Michael’s Church, Bowness on Solway. Noted.  
    
Payment authorisations 
 
6.2.1 To Authorise the reimbursement of the Clerk’s expenses. 
 The Clerk made the following claims: Mileage 35.1 @ 0.45ppm £77.97, Telephone & Internet £55.00, Laser 
Cartridge for printer £35.00 & Paper x 5 reams £24.00 Totalling £191.97 which was authorised unanimously. 
 
6.2.2 Invoice from M/s Dean Little Tree Surgery for £2,160.00 towards tree works in Glasson Play Area. 
 After some discussion the Clerk was requested to ask Mr Little for further clarifications about the trees that 
were dealt with.  



6.2.3 To Authorise payment to NALC/CALC for subscriptions 2024/2025 of £301.11. Authorised. 
 
6.2.4 To Authorise payment of invoice from H & H Land & Estates for £120.00. Authorised. 
  
7.  Highways 
 
7.1 To Note further information is still awaited from the Highways Department regarding the renovation of the 

Finger Posts in the Parish and the repair of the road subsidence at Easton Bridge. 
The Clerk was requested to get an update on the renovation of the fingerposts. With reference to the subsidence of  
the road at Easton Bridge Councillor Hinks reported that she had spoken to an engineer at the site who stated that a 
temporary barrier will be erected with relevant markings on the road. 
 
8.  Planning 
 
8.1  Applications outstanding with Cumberland Council 
 
8.1.1 FUL/2024/0020 – Proposal for the Restoration and habitat creation works to restore the raised bog 

ecosystem. Creation of a network of cell bunding to retain water and re-wet the surface, blocking drainage 
ditches and clearing scrub that dries the peat on Land at Solway and Duddon Mosses, Anthorn to Whitrigg, Kirkbride, 
CA7 5BB by Cumbria Wildlife Trust. – Still under consultation.  Noted. 
 
8.2  Applications decided by Cumberland Council (To Note) 

 
8.2.1 FUL/2024/0042 - Applicant: Ian Hunter. Proposal: Demolition of redundant bus depot and erection of 2nos 

semi-detached dwellings with associated external works. Location: The Old Bus Garage, Bowness on Solway,  
Wigton CA7 5AF. – Planning permission refused on 24th May 2024. Noted. 
 
8.2.2 LBC/2024/0010 - Applicant: John Wigham. Proposal: Listed Building consent to replace existing cast iron 

gutter and downspout across the front elevation using extruded aluminium. Location: High House, Fingland  
Village, Fingland, Kirkbride, CA7 5EN. – Listed building consent granted on 10th June 2024. Noted. 
 
8.3  Applications for discussion at this meeting 
 
8.3.1 FUL/2024/0117 - Applicant: Mark Bell. Proposal: Proposed forestry/agricultural building. Location: Easton 

Bridge, Easton CA7 5DN.  There was no objection. 
 
8.3.2 LBC/2024/0016 – Applicant: Claire Purdham. Proposal: The proposals require the high voltage underground 

cable to the existing Pole Mounted Transformer pole in the grounds of Anthorn Hall to be renewed. The 
proposals require a short length of the stone wall boundary being dismantled in order to renew the cable. The wall will 
be rebuilt in a like for like manner once the cable is installed beneath the wall and in the garden to the transformer 
pole. Location: Anthorn Hall, Anthorn, CA7 5AH.  There was no objection. 
  
8.3.3 No: FUL/2024/0120 - Applicant: Ian Hunter. Proposal: Demolition of redundant bus depot and erection of 1no 

detached dwelling with associated external works. Location: The Old Bus Garage, Bowness on Solway, 
Wigton CA7 5AF.  There was no objection. 
 
8.4  Applications discussed under standing orders 
8.4.1 There were no applications discussed under standing orders.  
 
9. Documents received for comment 
 
10.  Any items of information 

 
10.1 Brought by members. 
 Councillor Carruthers stated there were some concerns expressed by residents of Anthorn about the ‘House’ 
at 25 Moricambe Crescent. The Clerk was requested to make some enquiries.  
 Councillor Hutchinson reported that the Primary School in Bowness will be celebrating their 150th anniversary 
later this year. This was noted. 
 
10.2 Brought by the clerk.   
 The Clerk reported that the Government had amended the Local Government Act 1894 which “clarifies that 
the 1894 Act does not affect the discretionary powers of parish councils in England to fund church repairs or 
improvements of property held for an ecclesiastical charity.” This was noted. 
  
11.  Dates of next meetings – 11th September 2024 & 13th November 2024.  


