
BOWNESS ON SOLWAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Clerk: Peter Streatfeild 
Email clerk.bowness@outlook.com 

 
DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting of Bowness on Solway Parish Council held on WEDNESDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 
2024 in The Lindow Hall, Bowness on Solway, at 7.00 pm. 
Peter Streatfeild, Clerk and RFO.  
 
Present  
 
Chair: Councillor Pauline Hinks 
Councillors: James Graham (Vice Chair), Marian Carruthers, John Harrington and Ian Hutchinson 
Clerk: Peter Streatfeild 
 
Cumberland Councillor Tony Markley and 22 members of the public were present. 
 
1.  Apologies for absence and declarations of interest 
 
 There were apologies from Councillor John Wills. There were no declarations of interest. 
  
2.  Minutes 

 
2.1 The minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th July 2024 were discussed with 

Councillor Carruthers raising four points as to the veracity of the minutes as circulated to the Councillors on 
23rd July 2024. The Clerk stated that three points had been corrected but stood by the fourth point regarding minute 
3.3. Councillor Hutchinson proposed and Councillor Graham seconded that the minutes be approved. Councillor 
Carruthers objected to the approval. On being asked to vote on accepting the minutes they were approved with one 
objection and one abstention.   

 
3.   Report on action taken 
 
3.1 Report on action by members of the Council. 
 There were no reports. 
 
3.2 Report from the clerk. 
 There were no reports. 
 
3.3 Public participation (at the Chairman’s discretion).  
 The chair declared the meeting open for public participation. 
 There was a plea from a resident of Port Carlisle regarding the state of some of the footpaths and signage 
around the village with damaged styles. It was stated that the Parish Council could not do much about the footpaths 
as they came under the jurisdiction of the Highways and/or Countryside Byways and/or private landowners. The 
resident agreed to send details of the affected footpaths to the Clerk. 
 The Treasurer of St Michael’s Church stated that the congregation were grateful for the past and continuing 
support of the Parish Council towards the grass cutting of the churchyard. He further reported that “discretionary 
powers (had been given to) parish councils in England to fund church repairs or improvements or property held for an 
ecclesiastical charity” when the Government inserted the new section 19A into the 1894 Act with effect from 26th 
December 2023. He reported that the Church, having spent its reserves on the repairs and repointing of the bellcote, 
is now in dire need for funds to replace the boiler and to repair/replace the collapsed roof of the Hearse House. The 
request for funds was noted but the Chair stated that the Church must prepare a project before submitting a formal 
request for a grant. 
 Since other members of the public were interested to know about the future of the Bus 93/93A service the 
Chair invited Councillor Markley to give his report. 
   
3.4 Report from Cumberland Councillor Markley. 
 Councillor Markley reported that the Highways Department were recruiting new staff despite the current 
budget being the same as last year. The two unitary councils are proposing that there be a Joint Mayor for the 
councils as it is believed it will bring more funding to the county. He had a meeting with a Stagecoach Director who 
reported that the local bus services will continue with a reduced timetable despite them not being viable. The company 
is facing a shortage of staff, especially drivers and mechanics, which also makes things difficult. Councillor Markley 
also stated it is difficult to discuss matters like rural transport in the new council as the opposition can only put forward 
one motion per meeting. 
 Members of the public stated that Stagecoach had stopped the early morning 93/93A bus so people cannot 
get to work and students can no longer attend courses at the technical colleges and the university. Councillor Markley 
was asked why the Council cannot require Stagecoach to provide more rural bus routes to which he replied that 
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Stagecoach is independent of the Council despite receiving subsidies. He was very sympathetic with the predicament 
faced by many working people and students and suggested everyone affected should write to the Directors of 
Stagecoach, the Chair and Chief Executive Officer of Cumberland Council, the Local Member of Parliament and the 
Minister of Transport at Central Government and emphasise the increasing rural isolation due to the lack of local 
transport. If the early bus cannot be provided other suggestions should be made to alleviate the rural isolation.    
 
4. To review correspondence received and take any appropriate action 
 
4.1 Correspondence from Councillor Carruthers regarding the extraordinary meeting held on 5th June. 
 As Councillor Carruthers’ email regarding the minutes of the 5th June 2024 was received too late to discuss at 
the meeting of 10th July 2024 she requested they be attached to the relevant minutes. The Chair reiterated that the 
email could not be attached to those minutes which had already been approved.  
 
5.  Follow-on business/ New business 
 
5.1 To receive community reports. 
 Councillor Carruthers reported that Glasson Community Association now has three new trustees. 
 
5.2 Update on Pandora Technologies Ltd Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) installation. 
 The Clerk reported that the two SIDs had been removed from Councillor Carruthers’ premises by the 
Highways Department on 5th September 2024 but they had not yet been erected at Anthorn. To be pursued. (They 
have since been erected on Friday 20th September 2024) 
  
5.3 Update on maintenance of heritage metal fingerposts in the Parish. 
 The Clerk reported that Ms Amber Sykes, Highways Network Manager, has stated that work started 
this financial year and will continue for a period of up to three years, ending on 31st March 2027. Noted. 
 
5.4.1 Update on Glasson Play Area maintenance – including repair of information board (£88.00) & play equipment 

(£315.00), strimming wild area (£150.00), acceptance of RosPA Report & bill payment. 
The Chair reported that the information board can be repaired by Mr Chris Turner at a cost of £88.00 – this was 
approved unanimously;  
the post replacement for the zip wire, Flying Fox, needs specialist repairs which M/s Caledonia Play, the original 
suppliers, could do for £315.00 – This was approved unanimously; 
M/s Green Team Garden Services, who cut the grass in the Pay Area, submitted a quote of £150.00 to strim the wild 
area – this was approved unanimously. 
The RoSPA Report was delivered too late to be discussed in detail but a chart to compare the state of the equipment 
over two years was presented. This will be discussed in further detail at the next meeting. It was proposed that we ask 
Caledonian Play to quote for looking at the remedial work that needs carried out. This was agreed. The Clerk reported 
that the RoSPA bill had not been received but the payment was approved unanimously pending receipt of a bill.  
 
5.4.2 Update on possibility of the Community Payback team working in Glasson Play Area. 
 The Clerk reported that any volunteers (offenders) working under the auspices of the Payback Team are not 
covered by the Parish Council’s insurance. If any work is to be done by the Payback Team within the Parish the 
volunteers must be covered by the insurance of the Probation Service. This was Noted.  
 
5.4.3 (5.8 on agenda) Update on replacing posts around Glasson Green. 
 Councillor Carruthers presented two quotes, circulated to the Councillors on 28th August 2024, from 
Laversdale Timbers in Caldbeck & Crosby and Williamsons Timbers in Abbeytown. After some discussion it was 
decided to purchase 14 Laversdale Pinewood Strainers at £12.95 each plus VAT. Councillor Carruthers agreed to 
pursue the matter. 

Councillor Carruthers also reported that Hyperfast GB representing Fibrus Networks had placed a notice on a 
post near/on Glasson Green notifying their intention to install electronic communications equipment on the land with 
no other details. The Clerk was requested to pursue Fibrus Networks for details of their intended work. 
 
5.5 Update on parking ‘obstructions’ in Drumburgh at T-Junction to/from Drumburgh Moss. 
 Councillor Hinks said there was nothing to report. 
 
5.6 Update on Fells and Solway Community Panel – to note the next meetings are 23rd September & 9th 

December 2024 and the next submission date for funding applications is 30th October 2024. Noted. 
 
5.7  Update on Maintenance of Notice Boards – Glasson and Fingland. 
 The Clerk reported that the Glasson notice board had been repaired. This was Noted. 
 
5.9 Update on repair of flood gate at Grass Dyke Monitoring Station from the Environment Agency. 
 The Clerk reported that the gate had been repaired and the Agency were awaiting a ground investigation to 
check the suitability for a crane to lift the gate into place. 



5.10 Update on Solway Mosses & Marshes Recovery Project – Interest registered.  
 The Clerk reported the Parish Council’s interest was registered. In the meantime, the Recovery Project is at 
the start of a process where it needs to scope out interested parties to fill in an application form this autumn. DEFRA 
will then approve or deny the application and notify the Project in early 2025 if they are successful or not. At that point 
they will embark on a 2 year design phase, working closely with all interested parties to develop the details and 
payment rates of the scheme. After this 2-year design phase a legal scheme contract will be presented and land 
managers invited to sign on. It is only at this point that one will be legally bound to the 25-year scheme. At any point 
before this one can leave the project. 
  
5.11 Request from residents of Bowness on Solway to install a Speed Indicator Device )SID). 
 The Chair allowed public participation regarding the request for a SID in Bowness who reported there were no 
speed limits for the village despite the primary school being on the roadside, there are two licensed premises and 
holiday accommodation so the local population can double during holidays. There had also been three serious road 
incidents in recent years so there should be something that the authorities could do. The Chair replied that the Parish 
Council had no powers to do anything. Councillor Markley reported that the matters raised were Highways issues and 
members of Highways had attended to view pupil arrival at the beginning of the year. They witnessed the bus and 
parents dropping off children which showed a chaotic scene. It was suggested that the school governors write to 
Cumberland Council requesting help and submitting the petition they had collected. It was also suggested that the 
residents should involve the local Police Community Officer in their efforts to make the village safer and keep a record 
of all incidents involving the traffic.  
 
5.12 Parishioners concerns regarding the reduced timetable for the 93/93A bus service. 
 (dealt with under point 3.4) 
 
5.12 Grant application from Bowness Community Group on behalf of Port Carlisle Bowling Club for £5,000.00 

towards cost of installing solar panels on the clubhouse roof. 
 The application was discussed but it was noted that there was either one bank statement missing or there was 
an unexplained large expenditure resulting in a large discrepancy in the statement as presented. The application was 
postponed until the next meeting and the Clerk was requested to obtain further information and another financial 
statement ending 30th September 2024 even if it is unaudited.  
 
5.13 Grant application from Anthorn Community Association Play Area for £11,838.31 towards cost of swing as 

part of upgrading the play area. 
 The application to improve the Play Area in Anthorn was discussed and the representatives were advised to 
prepare their project proposal fully: to ensure that it was stated as being a subsidiary/part of/under the umbrella of 
Anthorn Community Association which is registered with the Charity Commission and have the registration number 
displayed on their proposals and correspondence. They were also advised to request a non-restrictive grant for play 
area equipment rather than for a swing to which the representatives agreed. The Chair proposed that £10,000.00 be 
set aside for playground equipment in Anthorn which was seconded by Councillor Graham and approved. 
 
Councillor Markley left the meeting. 
 
6. Finance 
Information 
 
6.1.1 To Approve the monthly accounts & bank statements ending 31st July & 31st August 2024.  

Approved and signed by the Chair. 
6.1.2 To Note the payment of £301.11 to NALC/CALC for 2024/2025 subscriptions. Noted. 
6.1.3 To Note the payment of £120.00 to H & H Land & Estates for checking de-linked statement. Noted. 
6.1.4 To Note the payment of £191.77 towards the reimbursement of the Clerk’s expenses (Mileage 35.1 £77.97, 

Telephone & Internet £55.00, Laser cartridge £35.00, Paper £24.00). Noted. 
6.1.5 To Note the payment of £1,000.00 grant to Anthorn Sports Club towards netting around the tennis court and 

coaching expenses. Noted. 
6.1.6 To Note the payments of £275.00 (23/07/24) and £300.00 (2/09/24) to M/s Green Team Garden Services for 

grass cutting in Glasson Play Area & strimming the Park Benches in the parish. Noted. 
6.1.7 To Note the Clerk’s monthly salary of £430.60 paid for July and £430.60 for August 2024. Noted. 
6.1.8 To Note the HMRC monthly PAYE payments of £107.60 for May & £107.60 for June 2024. Noted. 
6.1.9 To Note the payment of the outstanding Invoice from M/s Dean Little Tree Surgery for £2,160.00 towards tree 

works in Glasson Play Area. Noted. 
6.1.10 To Note £3,000.00 grant paid to Anthorn Community Association towards grass cutting. Noted. 
    
6.2  Payment authorisations 
 
6.2 Invoice from SGL Ground Services for grass cutting in the parish £987.73. 
 After a short discussion Councillor Graham proposed that the outstanding bill should be paid which was 
seconded by Councillor Hutchinson. Councillor Carruthers objected to the payment. On putting it to the vote the 



payment was approved with one against and one abstention. 
 
At 9.30pm the Chair proposed the meeting continue for a further ten minutes – unanimously agreed. 
 
7.  Highways 
 
7.1 Update on renovation of heritage fingerposts by the Highways Department.  
 (Dealt with under point 5.3) 
7.2 Update on the repair of the road subsidence at Easton Bridge. 
 The Clerk reported no further work, apart from markings on the road surface, has been done. 
  
8.  Planning 
 
8.1  Applications outstanding with Cumberland Council 
 
8.1.1 CON/2024/0027 – Applicant Tom Lemmey Cumbria Wildlife Trust: Discharge of Condition 4 (construction and 

demolition method statement) on approved application FUL/2024/0020 for the Restoration and habitat 
creation works to restore the raised bog ecosystem in Rogersceugh Area – This is still under consultation. 
  
8.2  Applications decided by Cumberland Council (To Note) 

 
8.2.1 FUL/2024/0020 – Proposal for the Restoration and habitat creation works to restore the raised bog 

ecosystem. Creation of a network of cell bunding to retain water and re-wet the surface, blocking drainage 
ditches and clearing scrub that dries the peat on Land at Solway and Duddon Mosses, Anthorn to Whitrigg, Kirkbride, 
CA7 5BB by Cumbria Wildlife Trust. Permission granted 17th July 2024 with conditions. Noted. 
8.2.2 LBC/2024/0016 – Applicant: Claire Purdham. Proposal: The proposals require the high voltage underground 

cable to the existing Pole Mounted Transformer pole in the grounds of Anthorn Hall to be renewed. The 
proposals require a short length of the stone wall boundary being dismantled in order to renew the cable. The wall will 
be rebuilt in a like for like manner once the cable is installed beneath the wall and in the garden to the transformer 
pole. Location: Anthorn Hall, Anthorn, CA7 5AH. Granted with conditions and reasons on 25th July 2024. Noted. 
8.2.3 FUL/2024/0120 - Applicant: Ian Hunter. Proposal: Demolition of redundant bus depot and erection of 1no 

detached dwelling with associated external works. Location: The Old Bus Garage, Bowness on Solway, 
Wigton CA7 5AF – Granted with conditions and reasons on 6th August 2024. Noted. 
8.2.4 FUL/2024/0117 - Applicant: Mark Bell. Proposal: Proposed forestry/agricultural building. Location: Easton 

Bridge, Easton CA7 5DN – Granted with conditions and reasons on 10th Sept. 2024. Noted. 
 
8.3  Applications for discussion at this meeting 
 
8.3.1 HOU/2024/0131: Henry Brian Dugdale - Proposal: Install freestanding solar array within a domestic curtilage - 

Lingholme, Longcroft, Kirkbride, Wigton CA7 5BA. 
 On looking through the plans there were no objections from the Councillors. 
 
8.4  Applications discussed under standing orders 
 
8.4.1 There were no applications discussed under standing orders. Noted. 
 
9. Documents received for comment 
There were no documents discussed. 
 
10.  Any items of information 
 
10.1 Brought by members. 
 There were no items of information. 
 
10.2 Brought by the clerk. 

The Clerk stated that the Audit Report from the external auditor, M/s Moore, was delivered too late 
to be put on the agenda. It was decided to discuss it in detail at the next parish council meeting but, in the meantime, 
the final audit report should be displayed on the website and the notice boards. It was also approved unanimously to 
pay M/s Moore’s outstanding bill of £252.00.  
 The Clerk also reported that he had received a request from the Cumbria Lieutenancy addressed to the Chair 
to nominate an inspiring individual to attend the County of Cumbria’s 50th Anniversary celebrations. The Councillors 
felt they could not nominate anyone.  
 
11.  Dates of next meetings – 13th November 2024 & 8th January 2025. 
 
The meeting ended at 9.45pm.  


