BOWNESS ON SOLWAY PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk: Peter Streatfeild
Email clerk.bowness@outlook.com

DRAFT Minutes of the meeting of Bowness on Solway Parish Council held on WEDNESDAY 13™
NOVEMBER 2024 in The Lindow Hall, Bowness on Solway, at 7.00 pm.
Peter Streatfeild, Clerk and RFO.

Present

Chair: Councillor Pauline Hinks

Councillors: James Graham (Vice Chair), Marian Carruthers, lan Hutchinson and John Wills.
Clerk: Peter Streatfeild.

Cumberland Councillor Tony Markley and five members of the public were present.

1. Apologies for absence and declarations of interest

There were apologies from Councillor Harrington. Councillor Hinks declared an interest on point 4.1,
letter from Bowness 70Plus Club, and, on request, was granted dispensation to speak on the matter.

2. Minutes

2.1 The minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 18" September 2024 were
approved unanimously and signed by the Chair.

3. Report on action taken

3.1 Report on action by members of the Council.
There were no reports.

3.2 Report from the clerk.

The Clerk reported that he had attended the Fibrus.com public meeting in Wigton Market Hall on 7%
November 2024. The major points of the meeting were to inform the public of the company’s work and
intentions to provide the next generation broadband services directly to 60,000 homes in Cumbria.
Hyperfast GB is the wholesale division of Fibrus and Viberoptix is the principal contractor. Fibrus will be the
only Network Operator and Internet Service Provider for the first year after which their network will be
opened to other suppliers. The company’s Fibrus Community Fund (Cumbria) also provides grants up to
£2,000 to organisations which support communities that Provide Access to Technology, Tackle Digital
Exclusion and/or Assist Those in Need. The three-year target is £212,000 with an allocation of £49,000 for
2024 of which there is a balance of £11,000 remaining to be applied for.

3.3 Public participation (at the Chairman’s discretion).
People present stated they had come to hear the outcomes of paragraph 5.12 regarding the
reduced bus 93 service so public participation was postponed.

4. To review correspondence received and take any appropriate action

4.1 Letter of thanks from Bowness 70Plus Club.

Vice Chair James Graham read out the letter from Bowness 70Plus Club wherein the Council was
thanked for their contribution last year towards their expenses of providing Christmas gifts to 189 people
aged over 70 years. As the Club had received donations from other sources this year, they did not need a
grant but hope the Council will be favourable in future years. This was noted.

5. Follow-on business/ New business

5.1 To receive community reports.

The Clerk reported he had not received any community reports. The Chair asked an ex-director of
the Bowness Community Group (BCG) who the current directors were. It was reported that BCG had three
current directors: Ms Kathy Poxon, Ms Deborah Hutton and Andrew Matthews. It was also reported that the
steps on The Banks had recently been eroded and washed away. A quote for the repairs was awaited from
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Mr Alastair Servante. It was noted that the Payback Team (under the Probation Services) had been
working on The Banks and the Clerk was instructed to ask if the Team was/is covered by the BCG’s
Insurance Provider.

5.2 Update on Pandora Technologies Ltd Speed Indicator Devices (SID) installation at Anthorn.
The Clerk reported two SIDs had been erected on 20" September 2024. Noted.

5.3 Update on renovation of heritage fingerposts by the Highways Department.
The Clerk reported this matter is still ongoing and will be for at least two years. Councillor
Carruthers reported that the fingerpost sign in Fingland was split. The Clerk is to report it to Highways.

5.4 Update on Glasson Play Area — including discussion of RosPA Report and maintenance.

It was reported that the hedge needs cutting, and the footpath needs cleaning and clearing of the
spreading algae. Councillor Wills proposed that M/s John Carr be requested to cut the hedge, clear the
dyke and clear/clean the footpath which was seconded by Councillor Graham and was approved
unanimously.

On going through the latest RoOSPA Report and noting some of the equipment needed attention it
was decided to request M/s Caledonian Play to investigate them as the company had been approved to
carry out repairs on the Flying Fox at the previous meeting held on 18" September 2024.

5.5 Update on parking ‘obstructions’ in Drumburgh at T-Junction to/from Drumburgh Moss.
Councillor Hinks reported that nothing had been done since the last meeting. The Clerk was
requested to pursue the matter with Ms Amber Sykes, Highways Network Manager.

5.6 Update on Fells and Solway Community Panel — to note the next meetings are on 9" December

2024 and 17" March 2025 - the next submission date for funding applications is 5" February 2025.
This was noted. The Clerk reminded everyone that there is to be a public meeting with members of the
Community Panel and representatives of Cumberland Council at 12.00pm to 2.20pm on Thursday 14™"
November in Kirkbampton village Hall where other voluntary organisations will also be present. Soup and
sandwiches will be provided. Cumberland Councillor Markley also stated that issues regarding the bus
services could be raised.

5.7 Update on Maintenance of Notice Boards — Glasson and Fingland to note both boards repaired.
This was noted.

5.8 Update on replacing posts around Glasson Green — new information regarding posts quality.

As Councillor Carruthers had previously reported, she had contacted M/s Mike Wanning of
Anthorn and lan Grainger of Glasson who were both concerned about the quality of the British Pine Wood
posts from M/s Laversdale already approved by the Council at the last meeting. Discussion took place and
Councillor Hutchinson proposed that the Redwood posts with the 15 year guarantees from M/s Williamsons
Timbers be purchased. This was seconded by Councillor Wills and approved unanimously.

Councillor Carruthers was requested to contact M/s Wanning and Grainger to submit a quote for
removing and replacing the posts around the Green in Glasson. They must also provide copies of their
Insurances.

5.9 Update on replacement of flood gate at Grass Dyke Monitoring Station.
The Clerk reported that the Environment Agency was awaiting an appointed contractor to confirm a
date to complete the works.

5.10 Update on Solway Mosses & Marshes Recovery Project.
The Clerk reported no further news had been received about the Recovery Project.

3.4 Report from Cumberland Councillor Markley.

Councillor Markley stated there was very little to report on matters that concerned Bowness on
Solway Parish. The last Cumberland Council meeting was held on 5" November at which several matters
were discussed, such as curtailing and phasing out the use of pesticides on Council land, the Israeli
bombings in Gaza and Lebanon, and restrictions on the sale of fireworks. He further stated that the
Highways had dealt with 12,100 defects during the year. Anthorn Play Area would be receiving some
funding. The Community Panel was functioning well with the emphasis being on health and wellbeing.



On being questioned about the removal of the street light at the T-junction by the pub Councillor
Markley said it should be reported to Highways and a copy be added to him.

5.12 Update on the reduced timetable for the 93 bus service.

With reference to the removal of the early morning 93 bus the Clerk reported that he had received a
letter from the Stagecoach Customer Engagement Team stating they appreciate that timetable changes
aren’t always convenient for all customers and they apologise. Councillor Markley also reported that bus
companies are facing a shortage of buses, mechanics and drivers but they also prefer profitable routes.

The Chair thanked Councillor Markley for his report and input into the discussions before he left at 7.50pm

5.11 Update on request from Bowness members to install a Speed Indicator Device (SID) in Bowness.
Councillor Hutchinson reported that PC Mark Christy will be visiting Bowness School regarding
the possibility of installing a SID in the village.

5.13 Resubmission of Grant application from Port Carlisle Bowling Club for £5,000.00 towards cost of
installing solar panels on the clubhouse roof.

The Club Treasurer resubmitted the request stating that 15 of the 31 members of the Bowling Club
live in the Parish. Bowness Community Group will operate the local Solway Energy Hub under its
governance policies and procedures on behalf of Port Carlisle Bowling Club but information about the Hub
will be delivered by the members themselves. He further stated that the estimates on renewable energy
equipment are VAT free. Councillor Hinks proposed the Bowling Club be given a grant of £5,000 towards
the £16,500 cost of installing solar panels, power bank and carbon saving monitoring station at the Bowling
Club. This was seconded by Councillor Hutchinson and approved unanimously.

5.14 Update on Grant application from Anthorn Community Association (ACA) Play Park — Charity
Commission registration number of the ACA added on Constitution.
This was noted.

5.15 To review Grass cutting arrangements for Glasson Park 2025, possible review of spec and tender
arrangements.
The tender forms were revised to be more appropriate to the needs of the Park. The Clerk was then
instructed to send tender forms to M/s John Carr (Abbeytown), lan Ferguson and Green Team Garden
Services and request tenders for the 2025/26 seasons.

5.15 Review of Clerk’s salary scale following information received from NALC — new pay scales.

The Chair reported that NALC had encouraged new pay scales as agreed by the National Joint
Council for Local Government for 2024-25 be implemented from 1% April 2024 as swiftly as possible. The
Chair proposed that the pay for the Clerk, being on the SCP Level 6, should be £13.05 per hour and
backdated to 15t April 2024. This was approved unanimously.

5.16 Request for financial support from St Michael’s Church, Bowness on Solway towards the cost of a
new heating system.

The Treasurer of St Michael’s Church presented a grant application for £10,000 towards the repair
of upgrading the Victorian heating system. After a long discussion, during which it was pointed out that the
Church of England has many assets and sources of funding, the Chair requested the Treasurer to provide
more information about the heating system required for the Church and to seek grants from other grant
funding bodies especially those of the Church of England as on the list provided by Councillor Hutchinson.

6. Finance
Information

6.1.1 To Approve the monthly accounts & bank statements ending 30" September & 315 October 2024.
Approved and signed by the Chair.

6.1.2 To Note the payment of £252.00 (18/9) to M/s Moore for external audit fees. Noted.

6.1.3 To Note the payment of £396.00 (18/9) to Community Heartbeat Trust towards maintenance
support of defibrillators at Anthorn and Easton. Noted.



6.1.4 To Note payments of £100.00 (18/9) and £325.00 (1/11) to M/s Green Team Garden Services for
grass cutting & strimming in Glasson Play Area and strimming around parish Park Benches. Noted.

6.1.5 To Note the final payment of £987.73 (18/9) to M/s SGL Garden Services towards grass cutting in
Glasson and Anthorn in April & May 2024. Noted.

6.1.6 To Note the payment of £378.00 (23/9) to M/s Chris Turner towards the repairs of Signs at Glasson
and Fingland and the repair of the Glasson Park Sign. Noted.

6.1.7 To Note the payment of £156.00 (1/10) to M/s Playsafety Ltd. For the RoSPA report and inspection
check list. Noted.

6.1.8 To Note the Clerk’s monthly salary of £430.40pm paid for September (1/10) and £430.60 for
October 2024 (1/11). Noted.

6.1.9 To Note the HMRC monthly PAYE payments of £107.60 for July (3/8), £107.60 for August (2/9),
£107.80 for September (1/10) and £107.60 for October 2024 (1/11). Noted.

6.1.10 Discussion and acceptance of M/s Moore’s External Audit Report.

On discussing the previously circulated External Auditor’s report, the council found that many of the
comments “affecting (their) opinion” were rather insignificant and minor. They tended to be ‘picky’ because
the beginning of their report under “2 External auditor limited assurance opinion 2023/24” states that
“Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with the Proper
Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation
and regulatory requirements have not been met.” The Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) said he would
watch out for the minor comments whilst completing the next audit. Noting the comments the audit report
was accepted.

6.1.11 Presentation and Acceptance of 2025/2026 Budget.

The Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) presented his budget proposal for the next year,
2025/2026, pointing out that he had removed grass cutting but increased the budget for Glasson Play
Area/Park to cover the cost of grass cutting and other maintenance costs. The grants had also been
increased in the hopes that more organisations might request funds. He proposed that the Precept be kept
at the same level as the previous years despite having a budget with a deficit of £9,716.00 which would be
covered by the balances in the two deposit accounts. Councillor Hinks proposed the precept should be kept
at the same level and the budget as presented be approved. This was seconded by Councillor Graham and
accepted unanimously.

6.2 Payment authorisations
6.2.1 To Approve and Authorise the reimbursement of Clerk’s expenses as presented.

The clerk presented bills for two laser print cartridges (£70.00), two quarterly phone bills (£110.00)
and mileage costs (70.4 & 69.5 miles £62.97). After clarifications demanded by Councillor Carruthers about
the costs of the cartridges were given the total amount of £242.97 reimbursement was approved.

7. Highways
7.1 Update on the repair of the road subsidence at Easton Bridge — ongoing.

As there was no further information the Clerk was requested to send a reminder to Ms Amber

Sykes, Highways Network Manager.
8. Planning
8.1 Applications outstanding with Cumberland Council

8.1.1 No applications outstanding as of 6/11/2024.

8.2 Applications decided by Cumberland Council (To Note)



8.2.1 CON/2024/0027 — Applicant Tom Lemmey Cumbria Wildlife Trust: Discharge of Condition 4
(construction and demolition method statement) on approved application FUL/2024/0020 for the
Restoration and habitat creation works to restore the raised bog ecosystem in Rogersceugh Area —
Approved on 23/9/2024.
CON/2024/0039 - Applicant Tom Lemmey Cumbria Wildlife Trust: Discharge of Condition 3
(programme of paleoenvironmental assessment) in Rogersceugh Area — Approved on 31/10/2024.
Councillor Hutchinson reported that he had read the relevant reports and informed council that there
were discrepancies in the grid references in the reports by Wardell Armstrong indicating their surveys were
of the wrong areas and they had not been properly read by the Planning Department. He proposed that
Council should question the Planning Department about signing off reports without checking their validity
and correctness. This was agreed unanimously.

8.2.2 HOU/2024/0131: Henry Brian Dugdale - Proposal: Install freestanding solar array within a domestic
curtilage - Lingholme, Longcroft, Kirkbride, Wigton. Granted with conditions 15/10/24. Noted.

8.3 Applications for discussion at this meeting

8.3.1 VAR/2024/0030 — Applicant John Hodgson: Variation of condition 2 (plans) to increase the height of
the tower to 8.2m (6m tower with 2.6m cover). Reduce footprint to 174m2 with diameter of 14.86m
on application FUL/2023/0157 at Drumburgh Castle, Drumburgh, Wigton CA7 5DW
There were no objections expressed.

8.4 Applications discussed under standing orders
8.4.1 There was one application discussed under standing orders:

AGR/2024/0039 — Prior notification to construct a Slurry Tower — Brian Bowman, Pasture House,
Cardurnock. Approved by Councillors on 29/10/2024 but application withdrawn on 24/10/2024. Noted.
9. Documents received for comment

10. Any items of information

10.1 Brought by members.
There were no matters.

10.2 Brought by the clerk.

The Clerk presented an order form for next year's Remembrance Day Wreath. He stated that the
Council had given a donation of £200 last year. Councillor Hinks proposed a similar donation of £200.00 be
given for the Poppy Appeal next year. This was seconded by Councillor Wills and approved unanimously.

Although it does not concern the Council at present the Clerk reported that it could in future since
the present government had increased the employer’s contribution of National Insurance to 15% and
lowered the employees’ pay threshold to £5,000 pa to be effective from 1%t April 2025. Noted.

11. Dates of next meetings — 8" January 2025 & 12" March 2025.

The meeting ended at 9.15pm.



