
 

 

BOWNESS ON SOLWAY PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 14th May 2025  
at 6.45pm in the Lindow Hall, Bowness on Solway 

 

Present: 

Chair Pauline Hinks and Vice-Chair James Graham 

Councillors: Marian Carruthers, John Harrington and Ian Hutchinson 

Cumberland Councillor: Tony Markley 

Clerk: Peter Streatfeild 

Six members of the public 

 

1. Apologies were received from Councillor John Wills. 

 

2. The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 15th May 2024 were approved as a correct record 

and signed by the Chair. 

 

3. Chair’s Report.  

Councillor Hinks presented her report in which she reiterated that the Parish Councillors are all 

volunteers who met several times on behalf of the community. She noted the precept has been maintained 

at the same level for a number of years The Council has been generous with grants during the past year with 

£5,000 for Port Carlisle Bowling Club, £1,225 for St Michael’s PCC, and £17,250 for Anthorn. She thanked 

the Clerk for his work and the Councillors for their time and commitment to the Council. 

The report was accepted with appreciation.  

 

4. Finance Report. 

Having made available the three-year summary of the accounts from 2022 to 2025 to 

the Councillors the Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer reported that the Parish was still in a healthy financial 

position despite the increased expenditure in grants and the steady reduction in the annual income from the 

Rural Payments Agency (RPA). He noted that the Parish Church of St Michael was the only organisation 

which availed of any grants, £1,200 in the previous year whereas this last year a total of £23,477 was 

distributed to the following receipients: 

Anthorn Community Association Play Area Fund £10,000 

Anthorn Community Association   £6,252 

Port Carlisle Bowling Club    £5,000 

Parish Church of St Michael    £1,225 

Anthorn Sports Club     £1,000 

 

A second Speed Indicator Device (SID) was purchased for Anthorn at a cost of £3,504. Both SIDs were 

erected during the year by Cumberland Council Highways Department. The equipment in Glasson Play 

Area/Park were repaired by the original installer, M/s Caledonia Play Ltd, at a cost of £2,048. 

The financial year ended with £37,677 which is just over twice the precept level of £37,568. The 

Internal Auditor, Ms P L Gauntlett, has completed the annual audit in readiness for submission to the External 

Auditor after approval of the Parish Councillors. All financial transactions are reported to the Councillors at 

their meetings and which are recorded on the minutes and posted on the parish website and the ten parish 

notice boards after every meeting. 

The Clerk/RFO thanked the Chair for her support and guidance during the year. He also thanked the 

Councillors for their support. (Report attached to the original minutes). 

 

The report was accepted with appreciation. 

As there was no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 6.55pm.  


