
BOWNESS ON SOLWAY PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Peter Streatfeild 

Email clerk@bowness-on-solway-pc.co.uk 
 

The Draft Minutes of the Meeting of Bowness on Solway Parish Council held at 7.00pm on WEDNESDAY 
11TH MARCH 2026 in The Lindow Hall, Bowness on Solway. 
Peter Streatfeild, Clerk and RFO. 
 
Present 
Chair Pauline Hinks 
Vice Chair James Graham 
Councillors Marian Carruthers, Anthony Graham, John Harrington, Steve Hinks, and Ian Hutchinson 
Cumberland Councillor Tony Markley 
There were 12 members of the public 
 
1.  Apologies for absence and declarations of interest 
 Councillor John Wills sent his apologies. 
 Councillor Anthony Graham declared an interest in item 5.11 – Anthorn Community Association’s 
application for funds. 
   
2.1  Approval of Minutes of the Last Meeting held on 15th January 2026. 
 The minutes of the Meeting held on 15th January were approved by four councillors and rejected by two 
councillors without any explanations or reasons given. There was one abstention. 
 
3.  Report on action taken 
 
3.1 Report on action by members of the Council. 

There were no reports 
3.2 Report from the clerk. 

The Clerk reported that all matters were covered by the agenda. 
3.3 Public participation (at the Chairperson’s discretion). 

There were no public discussions. 
3.4 Report from Cumberland Councillor Markley. 
 Councillor Markley stated there was little to report on this time despite attending a four hour council 
meeting recently where the proposal to declare Carlisle (and Cumberland) as a city/area of sanctuary was 
discussed; approve the increase of 4.99% in the budget for 2026-2027 financial year to protect services; and 
increase spending on replacing the fleet by 15%. There was nothing to report on plans nor actions covering 
Bowness on Solway Parish. 
   
4. To review correspondence received and take any appropriate action 
 
4.1 To consider two emails dated 6th February and 17th February 2026 from Councillor Carruthers. 

The Chair gave a concise reply to all the matters, queries and questions raised by Councillor Carruthers 
in her two emails of 6th February 2026 and 17th February 2026 to the Clerk (and copied to all the Councillors). 
There were no further queries from anyone. The chair reiterated that the Clerk is a paid employee of the Council 
and should be respected as such. 
4.2 To consider letter received from Mrs Edwards regarding Glasson Park. 
 The Chair explained to Mrs Edwards, who was present, that her letter had arrived too late to be 
discussed at the last meeting but assured her that all was being done to re-open the park/play area in Glasson. 
4.3 To consider application to join the Parish Council. 
 The chair reported that an application to join the Bowness on Solway Parish Council had been received 
from Mrs Annette Martin of Bowness on Solway which the Clerk read out. After a short discussion the application 
was approved unanimously.   
 
5.  Follow-on business/ New business 
 
5.1 To receive community reports. 
 There were no reports received. 
5.2 Update on renovation of heritage fingerposts by the Highways Department.  

The Clerk reported the renovation was ongoing and some fingerposts around the parish had been 
removed for refurbishing. 
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5.3 Update on parking ‘obstructions’ in Drumburgh at T-Junction to/from Drumburgh Moss.  
The Clerk reported that Ms Amber Sykes, the outgoing Local Area Network Manager of Highways and 

Transport, has promised to pursue the matter. 
5.4 To note the next Fells and Solway Community Panel meeting is on 16th March 2026. 

Councillor Tony Markley reiterated there was an open invitation to meet panel members at 10.00am 
before the panel meeting at 10.30am in the Kirkbride Church Institute. 
5.5  Update on replacing posts around Glasson Green. 

It was reported that the work by Fibrus seemed to have been done but the completion report is awaited. 
5.6 Household Emergency Plan – update. 
 The Clerk reported that the Lindow Hall has been registered as the Parish Emergency Centre with 
Cumberland Council.  
5.7 Parish Council Domain website and Email Accounts – update. 
 The Clerk reported that the Parish Council already owned its own website, bowness-on-solway-pc.co.uk, 
and he had received six out of eight approvals by email that the parish go with this in place of the one approved 
at the last meeting. This was Noted.   

Of the eight councillors only six had agreed to having ‘bowness-on-solway-pc.co.uk’ email addresses. 
He reiterated that every councillor must have and use a parish council email address instead of public or private 
ones by 1st April 2026 to be compliant with the government regulations, Assertion 10 in the Practioners’ Guide.  
5.8 Common Land – updates. 
 The Chair reported that the solicitors, M/s Cartmell Shepherd, needed the plot numbers/exact locations 
of the land before they can give a costing for checking and/or registering them with the Land Registry. Since 
Councillor Carruthers knew the locations of parish council lands/plots she was requested to get the required 
information as soon as possible and pass it on to the Clerk. In the meantime, the title of Bowness on Solway 
Common was being pursued. Councillor Markley reported that any unregistered land and/or properties must be 
registered before 31st March 2027 after which any requests will not be entertained. 
5.9 Glasson Play Area. 
 The Chair reported that a 2010 letter from M/s Cartmell Shepherd states that in an enquiry to the seller’s 
solicitors in July 1983 it was indicated that the hedges and ditches belong to the Council but there is nothing in 
writing to confirm this as there is nothing written in the deeds.  This was Noted. 
 It was reported that the two dangerous limbs/branches on the Ash trees had been removed by M/s Ben 
Bush who deemed the park to be safe for the time being. His report about the safety of the Ash trees was 
discussed and Councillor Hutchinson proposed taking all the branches off the trees and leaving the trunks which  
was seconded by Councillor P Hinks. This was finally approved by four councillors with one objection and two 
abstentions. Councillor Carruthers proposed a second report from another tree consultant should be sought 
before any more work is done in the park. This proposal was not accepted. 
 The Clerk reported that there were two volunteers prepared to carry out the weekly inspections. 
Councillor S Hinks proposed that a general risk assessment of the park be completed which he was willing to 
carry out before the park was re-opened to the public. Councillor Hutchinson and the Clerk agreed to assist. This 
was agreed unanimously. 
5.10 Speed Indicator Devices (SID) at Drumburgh, Glasson and Anthorn – updates. 
 The Clerk reported that he had replaced the solar panel at Anthorn at no cost as it was still under 
warranty. Noted. 

Regarding the two SIDs at Drumburgh and Glasson he had sent an email to the councillors but had 
received no response. He reported that SWARCO would send an engineer to repair the defective SIDs at a 
minimum charge of £658.00 (excluding parts and VAT). Councillor P Hinks proposed that SWARCO be 
requested to send an engineer to make the necessary repairs which was seconded by Councillor Carruthers and 
was agreed unanimously. 
5.11 To Consider the grant application of £4,800.00 from Anthorn Community Association towards the 

maintenance of the grassed areas during 2026 in Anthorn. 
 Councillor Carruthers proposed the full amount of £4,800 be given to Anthorn which was seconded by 
Councillor Harrington. On voting there were two Councillors in favour, two against and two abstentions. 

Councillor J Graham counter proposed that an amount of £2,000.00 be given which was seconded by 
Councillor S Hinks. On voting it was agreed by three in favour to two objections and one abstention to give a 
grant of £2,000.00 only.  
 
Councillor Hutchinson left at this point stating he was not going to be insulted by councillors calling the council 
a disgrace. 
 
5.12 To review Parish Assets. 
 The Clerk reported there are no additions nor any removals from the existing Parish Assets list. Noted. 
5.13 Arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting. 
 The Chair suggested the Annual General Meeting to be held on Wednesday, 13th May 2026, begin at 
6.45pm. This was agreed unanimously.   



6.  Finance 
     Information 
 
6.1.1 To Approve the monthly accounts & bank statements ending 31st January and 28th February 2026. 

The accounts and bank statements as circulated were approved unanimously and signed by the Chair. 
6.1.2 To Note the payment of £105.00 to the Lindow Hall towards the hire of the hall for Council meetings in 

2025 (15/01). Noted. 
6.1.3 To Note the payment of £170.89 towards the Clerk’s expenses (Mileage 190.9 miles £85.90 & Microsoft 

annual fees £84.99) (15/01). Noted. 
6.1.4 To Note the payment of £200.00 to the Poppy Appeal 2025 (28/01). Noted. 
6.1.5  To Note the payment of £100.00 to the Amphibian & Reptile Group UK (28/01). Noted. 
6.1.6 To Note the payment of £150.00 to the Croft Surgery, Kirkbride, towards the Health and Wellbeing Event 

planned for 18th April 2026 (28/01). Noted. 
6.1.7 To Note the payments of the Clerk’s monthly salaries of £452.50 (old basic pay £565.50 less tax 

£113.00) for January (3/02) and £590.80 (new basic pay £583.70 plus arrears £154.70 less tax £147.60) 
for February (4/03). Noted. 
6.1.8  To Note the HMRC monthly PAYE + NIC payments of £135.27 for January (3/02) and £195.81 for 

February (4/03). Noted. 
6.1.9  To Note the payment of £180.00 to P. Streatfeild in lieu of cancelled payment to LexisNexis (7/02). 

Noted. 
 
6.2  Payment authorisations   
 
6.2.1 To Approve and Authorise the reimbursement of the Clerk’s expenses as presented. 
 The Clerk put in a claim for £26.64 towards mileage (59.2 miles) which was approved and authorised.   
6.2.2 To Approve the reimbursement to Councillor P Hinks the legal fees of £50.00 paid to Cartmell Shepherd.  
 Approved and authorised. 
 
7.  Highways 
 
7.1 Dealt with above. 
 
8.  Planning 
 
8.1  Applications outstanding with Cumberland Council 
 
8.1.1 FUL/2025/0116  - Applicant: Ian Hunter.  Proposal: Change of use of former microbrewery to residential 

dwelling with associated external works.  Location: Land adjacent to Bowness House Farm, Bowness 
on-Solway, CA7 5AF. Still under consultation – decision pending. Noted. 
8.1.2 LBC/2025/0034 - Applicant: Stan Parry - Location Solwayside, Port Carlisle, CA7 5BU. Proposal: Listed 

building consent application for: Exterior - to paint the cement render at front of property. Interior- to 
insulate all outside walls of the property on the inside; to insulate attic bedroom ceiling and walls; to add an 
ensuite toilet/shower/basin to master bedroom; to add an ensuite toilet/basin to attic bedroom. Under  
consultation. Noted. 
   
8.2  Applications decided by Cumberland Council (To Note) 

 
8.2.1 Nil.  
 
8.3  Applications for discussion at this meeting 
 
8.3.1 ADV/2026/0002  - Applicant: Sarah Hodgson. Proposal: Installation of interpretation panel. Location: 

Drumburgh Castle Farm, Drumburgh, CA7 5DW. The Councillors have No Objections.  
8.3.2 HOU/2025/0174  - Applicant: Paul Tyson. Proposal: Extensions and adaptations to existing dwelling to 

provide additional living and bedroom space. Location: Sunset View, Bowness on Solway, Wigton CA7 
5BH. Amendment: Amended proposed plans, elevations and design, access and heritage statement received 
23rd February 2026. The Council have No Objections. 

8.4  Applications discussed under standing orders 

8.4.1 Nil. 
 
 



9. Documents received for comment 
 
9.1  
 
10.  Any items of information 
 
10.1 Brought by members. 
 The Chair noted that there was an ongoing lack of trust within the council and advice had been taken 
from Cumberland Council and CALC.  A recommendation of mediation had been suggested. The Councillors 
and the Clerk were asked if they were in agreement. It was noted there would be no objections by those present.  
10.2 Brought by the clerk.   
 Cumberland Council, along with Westmoreland and Furness Council, have agreed to the proposal of 
having a Mayor of Cumbria so, to begin the process, the Cumbria Central Authority has been approved. Noted.   
  
11.  Date of next meetings 

 
AGM, beginning at 6.45pm, on Wednesday 13th May 2026. Ordinary Meeting, beginning at 7.00pm, on 

8th July 2026. 
   

The meeting ended at 8.30pm. 


