
BOWNESS ON SOLWAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Clerk: Peter Streatfeild 
Email clerk@bowness-on-solway-pc.co.uk 

 
The Draft Minutes of the Meeting of Bowness on Solway Parish Council held on WEDNESDAY 8TH JULY 2026 at 
7.00pm in The Lindow Hall, Bowness on Solway. 
Peter Streatfeild, Clerk and RFO.  
 
Present 
Chair Pauline Hinks and Vice-Chair James Graham  
Councillors: Marian Carruthers, John Harrington, Steve Hinks, and John Wills 
Cumberland Councillor: Tony Markley 
Clerk: Peter Streatfeild 
Eleven members of the public 
 
1.  Apologies for absence and declarations of interest 
1.1 Apologies were received from Councillors A Graham, I Hutchinson and A Martin. 
1.2 Councillors P Hinks, J Graham and S Hinks declared an interest in item 5.8 regarding a grant application for 
the churchyard. All three made dispensation requests on the grounds they had no pecuniary interests, and the 
churchyard was a community asset. Dispensation was granted to all three councillors. 
 
2.  Approval of Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and the Ordinary Meeting held on 13th May 2026 
2.1 The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 13th May 2026 were approved by three councillors but 
rejected by Councillors M Carruthers and J Harrington. The minutes were approved.   
2.2 The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 13th May 2026 were approved by three councillors but rejected 
by Councillors M Carruthers and J Harrington. The minutes were approved.  
 
Councillor J Wills joined the meeting. 
 
3.  Report on action taken 
 
3.1 Report on action by members of the Council. 
 There were no reports. 
3.2 Report from the clerk. 
 The Clerk reported that the amended Standing Orders were circulated to the Councillors. Councillor J Wills 
proposed they be approved and adopted which was seconded by Councillor J Graham and approved unanimously. 
3.3 Public participation (at the Chair’s discretion).  
3.3.1 A parishioner reported that they had seen a film on climate emergency, “People’s Emergency Briefing” 
followed by a discussion which, being helpful and illuminating, it was felt the showing and discussion could be 
replicated within the parish to reach a wider audience. The parish councillors were unanimous in promoting the idea. 
 
As representatives of Port Carlisle Play Area had to be at another meeting it was decided to take up item 5.9. 
 
5.9 To Discuss a grant application for the next phase of upgrading Port Carlisle Playground. 
 The representatives thanked the parish council for their previous generous support. They reported that 
Priorities 1-3 had been completed. The next focus was on Priority 4 with aspects on health and safety in outdoor 
spaces. It was pointed out that there were only three children in Port Carlisle. The response was that many visitors, 
adults and grandchildren make use of the facilities. The Chair proposed that Port Carlisle Playground be given a grant 
of £4,000, the same as Anthorn had received, which was seconded by Councillor S Hinks and supported by one other, 
with one abstention and two objections. The proposed grant of £4,000 was approved.     
 
3.4 Report from Cumberland Councillor Markley. 
 Councillor Markley noted that there was little to report due to the summer and the next meeting being next 
week. He mentioned that two thirds of all known potholes had been repaired and the bus services were to continue 
running. 
 
4. To review correspondence received and take any appropriate action 
 
4.1 E-mail received from a resident of Drumburgh regarding road conditions and cattle in the village.  
 The Clerk has informed the Highways and Transport Department which has taken note of the road conditions. 
The Council noted that it will be difficult to construct a cattle grid to prevent cattle wandering into Drumburgh. 
4.2 Email received from a resident of Port Carlisle regarding cattle in the village. 
 The Clerk has informed the resident that the cattle were coming along the coast at low tide but the owners will 
remove them if called.  
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5.  Follow-on business/ New business 
 
5.1 To receive community reports. 
 The Chair reported that St Michael’s Church is holding a Heritage Flower Festival from 7th to 9th August 
ending with a Songs of Praise Service at 6.30pm on 9th. 
5.2 Update on renovation of heritage fingerposts by the Highways Department. Ongoing. Noted. 
5.3 Update on parking ‘obstructions’ in Drumburgh at T-Junction to/from Drumburgh Moss. Being pursued. 
 The Clerk has been informed by Ms A Sykes of the Highways and Transport Department that the parish 
council’s concerns have been noted by the Engagement Team and the Traffic Team has given a Task Order to the 
Road Markings Contractor. Noted. 
5.4 To note the next Fells and Solway Community Panel meetings are on 14th September & 4th December. The 

deadlines for the next rounds of funding are 7th August 2026, 9th November and 18th February 2027. Noted. 
5.5  Glasson Play Area. 
5.5.1 General Risk Assessment. 
 The Clerk presented some signs (also circulated) for placing in the play area and it was agreed to purchase a 
robust one which can be bolted as proposed by Councillor S Hinks. He also reported the policy meeting of the sub 
group will meet before October.   
5.5.2 Removal of trees – update. 
 The Clerk presented four quotes (circulated earlier) to pollard the two ash trees near the exercise area. There 
was a long discussion about pollarding the trees despite the decision to do so having been made at past meetings. 
Councillor M Carruthers kept insisting that the Treescapes Report stated that there was nothing wrong with mature 
ash trees (Id. no.1) and, having aired her frustrations against any planned tree works, she subsequently left the 
meeting closely followed by Councillor J Harrington.  

(N.B. The Treescapes Report circulated to all councillors actually recommended that mature ash tree (Id. 
no.1) be semi-pollarded, fully pollarded (to 5m.) or felled. The Council had previously agreed a full pollard in the 
interest of public safety.) 

Of the quotes presented it was decided unanimously to accept that of M/s Ben Bush and request him to  
carry out the work as per the council’s requirements. 

5.6 Speed Indicator Device at Glasson – total cost to send an engineer from SWARCO again will be a minimum 
of £658.00 excluding parts & VAT (Call out charge - £470 + 2 hours labour £188). 

 It was decided to abate the matter for the time being.  
5.7 To Discuss the use of auto speed devices in other areas. 
 It was decided unanimously that further enquiries be made with the Police.  
5.8 To Discuss a grant application for the maintenance of the Churchyard. 
 The application (previously circulated) for a grant of £1,500 from St Michael’s Church was discussed and 
approved unanimously. 
5.11 Co-option to the Council. 
 The Chair presented an application to join the parish council from Neil Price. After a short discussion it was 
unanimously approved to co-opt Neil Price.   
5.10 CALC Training. 
 After attending two meetings of the parish council the CALC Representative thought that mediation within the 
parish council would not be possible at this stage. It was proposed that a meeting be held with CALC representatives 
to help in preparing a parish plan with a positive message for the whole community. The proposal was accepted 
unanimously. It was noted that a proper plan is necessary if the precept is to be increased. 
 
6.  Finance 
     Information 
 
6.1.1 To Approve the accounts and bank statements for the months ending 31st May and 30th June 2026. 
 The accounts and bank statements (as previously circulated) were approved  and signed by the Chair.  
6.1.2 To Note the payment of £319.32 towards the annual fees of NALC/CALC. Noted. 
6.1.3 To Note the payment of £252.61 to Bowness Community Group for a dog waste bin near Wallsend 

Guesthouse. Noted. 
6.1.4 To Note the payment of £284.40 to M/s Cartmell Shepherd for legal fees regarding parish council lands. 

Noted. 
6.1.5 To Note the payment of £651.24 to M/s Treescapes Consultancy Ltd for a report on trees in Glasson Play 

Area. Noted. 
6.1.6 To Note the payment of £80.00 to Ms P L Gauntlett towards the fees for the internal audit. Noted. 
6.1.7 To Note the payment of £568.92 to M/s Clear Insurance Management Ltd towards the Local Councils 

Insurance policy LCO00387 for 2026-2027. Noted. 
6.1.8 To Note the payments of £396.00 (14/5 for 3 cuts), £360.00 (5/6 for 2 cuts & bench strimming) and £264.00 

(1/7 for 2 Cuts) to M/s Green Team Garden Services. Noted. 
6.1.9 To Note the payment of £133.75 towards the Clerk’s expenses (Mileage & phone/internet bills). Noted. 
6.1.10 To Note the Clerk’s monthly salary of £466.90 paid for May and £466.90 for June 2026. Noted. 
6.1.10 To Note the HMRC monthly PAYE + NIC of £141.80 for May and £141.80 for June 2026. Noted. 
 



 
 
6.2  Payment authorisations 
 
6.2.1 To Approve the HMRC revised rate for mileage reimbursement from 44pence per mile to 55pence per mile. 
 Approved unanimously with effect from 1st April 2026 as per the HMRC guidance dated 21st May 2026.  
6.2.2 To Approve and authorise the reimbursement of the Clerk’s expenses as presented.  
 The Clerk claimed £40.25 towards the cost of a black laser printer cartridge. Approved.  
6.2.3 The Clerk presented an invoice from Community Heartbeat Trust for the ongoing annual maintenance charge 

for a defibrillator noting that the cost had increased from £198.00 to £235.20. The increase of £37.20 was 
noted and approved.  

 
7.  Highways 
 
7.1 Reported above 
 
8.  Planning 
 
8.1  Applications outstanding with Cumberland Council 
 
8.1.1 NIL   
  
8.2  Applications decided by Cumberland Council (To Note) 

 
8.2.1 Nil 
 
8.3  Applications for discussion at this meeting 

8.3.1 NIL 

8.4  Applications discussed under standing orders 

8.4.1 NIL 
 
9. Documents received for comment 
 
9.1 All covered in the agenda. 
 
10.  Any items of information 
 
10.1 Brought by members: none. 
10.2 Brought by the clerk:  none  
 
11.  Date of next meetings:  
 

The Clerk reported he will be away in September so it was decided to hold the next parish council meeting on 
Wednesday, 7th October 2026. 
 
  


